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Chicago Design Archive: A Short History
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Jack Weiss

he Chicagn Design Archive (CIA ] was

crexted in 2003 as 2 way to document
and promote Chicago’s imporeant design
|'|i:d~1.u':.'. Oy a few: Chicage design
aware of che early history af the CD thar
began with the Socwery of Typographsc Ars
[STA] in w8 Thar year STA sponsored a
symiposinm at the A Instinuce of Chicago
tithed:"Tmages and Realiries: Discovering dhe
Hiseory of Graphic Design in Chicago.” The
puerpose of the meeting was to creare 2 mode
thar other cities could use m discovering their
desism histories. One owcome of che syme-
posium was the development of the Diesign
Archives ar the University of linois, Chicago
(L) Special Collections,

I 19&g the STA changed its naine oo Amer-
ican Center for Design (ACD) and expanded
ver 3 nagsonal focas. By 1960 an alrernave new”
5TA had formed and continued ro pussue
goals thar remained focused on Chicago,

In Qlceober 2000, STA hosned "Chicago by
Dresign,” a symposium ar Columbia College.
This i.'-mjn:l: Wils A AbbeTIPE B Crcate & Ghm-
]:'T['I'IEMI'-'E e !'ﬂ.ll'lljl'l!'ll ':|'EII' |1!.'H:|:|r:|-' UF
graphic desten and relared princing arms in

LTS A

Chicago and o produce 2 variery of surcomes
thizr would indude exthbirions, oral hiscories, 2
weeh size (or linked sices], and a book, The STA
woudd be celebraring its sevenry-fifth annd-
versary in 2002 and it was hoped thar several
goals from the Chicago by Diesign” symposium
windd be realized for dust event.

Meanwhile, ACTYs board of directors voted
to fold the organizarion in April 2002, dring
“declining membership, conference arcendance,
and sponsarship revenwes.” The offices closed
in May 2002 ACD president Chiris Conley
said there was o plan for their archives. The
iy they vacated, members of che mew™ 5TA
idrove o the alley behind the ACD offices
and "dumpszer dove” 1o save thousands of
STASACD archive marerials, In July, Conley
donared rwelve boxes of books, caralogues,
wmem slades, promotional marenals, and otser
valuable documents oo che STA. This was
Al summarized in an i:is_h[rp.agc invenomy.
Those marerials became 2 valuable asser for
chie CTIA,

In Qcxober 200z, the newly re-formed
STA celebrared irs sevenry-fifth anniversary,
bosting theee exhibitions ar Columbia College
Chicago, UIC, and Secet Foresman. The exhi-
birion ar Columbia College feanured nearly all

Left: 1942 advertisement, designer Man Ray
ngi':ll!: 1088, .F:slgr:lrr Bruce Beck

the slides recovened in May plus others from
collecrions ar UIC, Norchwesrerm Universizy,
anal the Chicago Flisrory Museam. Mare than
one hundred people artended the evenrs and
over §5,000 was raised, some af which was
l:'l.'\ll.'l1l:l.l.=E:|" used g0 d:'sin.:.r: the entire collecoon
of ilides.

In 2003 Ran Kovadh, Wime Souetzen
aned Jack Weiss discussed preserving the
§TAzs slide collection on a CEX Kovach
proposed something berrer - an inceracrive
website showcasing work thar was collected
for STA7s - over eight ndred works by
Chicago destgners. That conceps became the
Chicago Diesign Archive. Kovach designed
and managed the website and Weiss chaired
an advisory board that included Kovach and
Sruerzer. During thar summer, slides from the
STA7 exhibizson were sorted and caralogued.
In :'iﬁpt-nhbcr all were senc out for d.ulg,lll.:illg.
On December 12, STA hosed a haliday party
ar the Chicage Anchirecrure Foundazions
CirySpace Gallery and rthe CIIA was launched.

From its inceprion, the CDWA was
designed as a fully scarchable darabase so
that wsers could search by dare, designer.
design office, client, projct oypes or subgect.
-I-I'If EI’H COmMEnL TF'I'E.II].T]'IEEII mlll’.l'il]tﬂ.l rlll:'
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1ps meoruitment brockure, designer Gene Romer

documentation har the firse 214 images. In
2003 Stuerzer designed a seres of emad
teasers thar weng our to the STA member-
shig, inviting them o submit cheir work, In
Oxcrober 2004 he oudined a plan oo the STA
thiat would replace the ACT so0 — which had
become a naesonal design competition — and
return goa ||:I.||¥|!.|'t|||hf-\.| u'-|!n|.'l|.'l:|.l wsi. He
demansiraned how bach che CODA websae amd
an anmnul Archave comperinon could enhance
STA growth, Work selecred each year for the
Arclsive show would be added vo che CDVA col-
lectiam. liv 2004 LA ]*1.||.'||;:i]'|n3 185 Iin'-.l call o
suibvimat l.\l..u:d-u'l.ull:n'.g WOtk

Arclsive o8, named for s hrsi e
lzandsed. Ir was the heer rn.||'|.'{"'|1.h::.-_.:n-
Focused design competicion in neardy rwenry
vears, chained by Cheri Mclnoyre (formerdy
Ciearham) and Souerzer, and celebrared ar che
Hot House in downeown Chicage. Anpal
Jursed work now becarme part of the COA
colbeciion. Jurom were Alessandro Frandhim,
L:ngu..;{lr.,-u:mr.t rae & Ba m.'i:_"ni.'lu Fiehen,
formery with Unimark: and Anne Telford,
wditor, Comprpumicemon Aris Andy Rogers
created the Anchive brand and was creative
direcror for all CodnpeTition rn.|r|-.c:i||5 EnafeTi-
als for rmany years.

A book by then Yale ssudent Sharen Ohga,
WA J.Iu-ll.\lw |'|'|'I:' NmEary' s ii:lfl.‘-l:' “-'I.'Il.'ki 'rﬁ'lll'l.'fﬁ[ h.'ll.'
Anchrve 0%, Thee T4 colbection now exceeded
one thowsand images and ics websine was
logging more chan one hundred hics per day.

Archave o7 contained ehe |.:'rg|.'.'.: number ol

juried works po dare. A |-:r1',\-.| by _ll."'i-l.'ill'l Essex

tor the r.-'ll:l'-'\.'n:ll:,‘ al L'-.hu'ng:- wad dde of 123
chagen. The year 2007 marked the it time
posten by STA Saudent Scholarship winners
were added. The rradicion continued for
eighr years unril the STA discontinsed the
program. [ an efore o add whale collecrions
fild h.l'itunl..l]l'.' .‘\.I!'_‘Ililli.l ATE -.1-.'h|p| work, 1A
began po indusde new magerial e ostdeer
sources. MMineteen posters froam the South
Share Line serics were added wirh permission
by the aethars of Moontight in Dureimid,

Pacrick Coyne, edivor, Comirimicazion Arss
magazine, which goe &5 stare in Chicage, gave
CIDA permission £o post oopies -.lf-u.".n.'r:.' fearure
artiche haghlagheng dhe work of Chicago desagn.
ers, Thimy-rwo were added in 2008 along with
amicles and papers from other sounces and en
vidoes feamiring Chicago designers,

(e hundred and thirty-one works |.'r:.'
Chicago designers were added ra the CDA
with Arbres 08, o and a0, Esghiry-chiree works



were gecepred bor Al 1 We congimued o
add more marerial w rhe "Resources” secrion
inclwding thaee ilms gwen o us from the
Chicago Film Archive thar feanured the work
of hMort Goldsholl, Frank MeMahon, and
Rhisdes Pasteraon,

Dhfferences arose berween STA and CDA
in Aprl 3oi2, STA leadership wanted more
ownership of the Archive comperirion by
adding che STA name, clling it 5TA Arhire
Comgpetiion. The CDA board srgued thar the
S5TA brand was on |.'l."'|.'r:|'..'1il'|..|.lrl'-|' CMmpetiton
document and in dhe Toater L'll'n'-rr:.'{:l:':".
wabsite page. The CDA had soughe, from
the stars, w embrace che work of all Chicago
designers
bership — and rejecred the 5TAS request.

In May zoiz the Chicago Diesign Museum
opened in a pop-up space on Chacagoes west
side. CDA held an exhabation of wock by che
27 Chicage Designers from s collecron for
thar event. Erin Borreson produced a sher
film honoring the 27 thar has since become
part of the CIMA, collecrion.

Archive 13 included eighry-one works by
Chicago dessgners and 2 branding proget

regardless of onganizasonal mem-

|:"'." Firebelly Un.'.'.ip'l for [.'f'in':.'. It was one of
fn;'ﬂ'r:,'-nir.-a;' pleces :.,-f.,-ll1|;¢.j for Archave 14,

Clockwise freme [eft: 2008 mcss ape Mg pracion, .;:ir-.l_grr;r
Tkl Akipamsa; 1998 Lincolw Park wayfenden, designors
Ardrew Stmmens and Cesar Sancher: 2005 Caxtor Clab

baok cover, desdpier Hopward Blake

In 3 new inirtagive o inchede acher &-:-.sign
exhibiriong in che CDA, che Enrrru’ﬁp.\'-
ulations exhibirion ar the Chicago Design
Museum was added vo the Collecrions page

Another oonflice arose bepween 5TA
and CDA |:||...-".|.|Eu.-.r anig when the STA
actempied mo gam control over s mdepen.
denc-minded” Ardhive Commistee by pro-
posing another rebranding = STA Archive
Commitree = placing a majoriny of STA
board members on the commirtee. The CDA
rejected the proposal. In o1 COA seteled
o its curment brand, designed by Wiess andd
referencing the square formar of Joseph Essex’s
STA brand, and the red color from i3 header
rype on the websire.

As disagreements berween STA and CDA
were building, Arcfvie 15 became the last
Archire competition oo be sponsared by STA.
Sixey-eaght pieces were added oo che CDA cal-
kection. Sevenreen Morth Shore Line posters
were 3dded m 2005, complementing those from
the Souch Shore Line thar were added in 2007,

During a warm August 2015 meeting in
Essex’s back yard, STA, citing "brand:ing
wsues, staced chat they would pe longer
!.II.]"-Fﬂ!‘I: :]'.f { :[}J’"I : J]ll.l I'ﬁl'llﬂﬂ“l '|IL'|T 1]|.f
rwo organizarions separate. In Ocrober 2013,

seeking to secure and preserve ies unigue place
in .{m:l.u.ﬂ..rﬂl::irl.-_.: [:|1ir.a_:',n": m%:u his.-mr!.' and
legally prowect irs haldings, CIDA meorporared
as°3 so0(c){3) rax-exempr organizagion, giving
it the new advastage IJl.S-EI.'I-..iI.IF_ Erans Aber
months of negoristion, a separation agree-
men: berween STA and CIDA was signed on
Decernbier 31, 2015, Advancing from commis-
e to corporcion” brought a new dedicarion
[0 OrganEzanion aed s,

In April 2006, pase 5 TA pressdent Melneyre
j-.1|:||-.'d thie T boaed, lﬁrillsin_g echrbeal and
naragement skills, An advisary board was
formed, composed of graphic design leaders
and a curacorial board with professsonal
curaror archivises. In zory the advisory board
was expanded ro include professionals in the
fields of producr and experienrial design

Withour coneriburions from dhe annual
Archire competetions chat had added over 750
examples of Chicago work to our collecrion,
we foowsed on new sources for Chicago based
dc-;.'isn work = orher l:".hir:l;l‘n ;!-ﬁ%ll xhi-
birions. Fick Valicentis 2014 Chyo[ign was
the Brst, followed by the Unfalded exhibition

from dhe Chicago Desigo Musewm, and Type-

force 1. 1n addition, che 27 Chicago Designers

exhibicion induded pr'.iu.rq"d works, videos, 2
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uuluguc.. and 2 baak - 25 f'_hn:uga Dn:r!pu'r.::
When Arr Became Design by Joseph Essex, the
CI3As hrse publishing effore. In 2006 alone
over 560 examples of work had been added ro
the COA collections,

I 2007 ehe COA websice was enbanced
with wger- and |I¢1.'.itrrfn:ﬂ1dl].' Feammures
through a g15.000 ghe-in-kind from Marh-
emaric Ams, MNew, seanchable fearures such
a5 designer biographies and projec descrip-
tions were added. Forry-one examples from
the Typeferce 2 exhibition were added o the
CDA, Images from the 2008 Chicage Drrerma-
fomal Pester Bienrial, beld m Millennam Pak,
appearsd in the CDA as did posters from che
larer zono Chicago Iaternaréonal Posrer Biemmial,

As the year progressed a new opporunity
emerged. Kovach urged the board o consider
adding product design. That ed, like graphic
design, has played an equal rele in Chicago's
rich design hisroryg. The board decided o
add product design and experiential design -
wl'uichqln;-:ld:,f had an infoemal PIEseRe = [0
thie COAs collecrions. Larer in 2007 CDA
Press published a second bool: STA: go-Years,
miiated by Souetzer, edited by Smuetzer, Gy
Villa, and Oiga, and designed by Villa and
higa. As 3oy ended, 1t was noted thar “over

2,100 exampbes of work and 750 designers
and dheir dienes can be found.” Ohiga ar UIC
and Lawren Meranda ar Mormheastern [llinoas
Universiry joined che CDA board, adding aca-
dEmi I-I.‘J.d.r.‘:':'J"l'q:!.

I recent years, a3 omlime subunaszions,
addiriomal l.l.nrl:_iurkd by che board, and new
material for the Resounces secrion have conmne-
ued 1o fow inco the COA, efforts o devdop
comparible events and programs have made dhe
public more aware of its mission. In 2019 COM
presented Chicage Divign Milestones, 3 massive
ndheo creation for g5o Madia Siveain.

In 2002 CIA presented a2 sevond Large -scale
video program, Checage Design Through e
Decades, for Art o the Mare, The two pro-
grams gathered a vogal of ren awards, And in
Anguar 2024, in celebration of its rwenrieth
anniversary. 20 Years of the Chacago Design
Archive, a curated collection of Archive work,
epened ac che Design Museum of Chicage.

Cheri Mcloryre ook over as president of
CDA early in 2024 and Weiss became direc-
ror emerirus. Lara Allison, School of the Ar
Insrirure of Chicago, and Grace Spee, UIC,
added further academic depeh o the board.
F.lillﬂm:ﬂ.ﬂl Flia ] irllj I:'I.Il.'l'jl:l.lji WEre .'II!-I.H
o CDAs substancial resource collecrion,
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Left: 200z anmwal veport, desipner Jill Misaws
R.IE:II{.' 102i Duiside with Pride, dr:ufnrr
Brizn Raw

T-nd::r, awver four thousand works 1:]. (EL%]
Chicago experiential, graphic, and produc
designess ar 484 firms can be seen on the
CDA website. Analyzing the website perfor-
mance January through July 2024, users from
SEVEREY-AIE COENTieS dicked on the site over
six thousand times. Top searches contimue o
be far Consaiper Corporation of Amerca and
Linimark Internarional.

s the COMA msoves i its swenny-firso
year, a new dupeer is being written in Chi-
cagos design history. It conrinues 1o gain
the respect of Chicago™brick and morrar”™
collectsons, a5 it gencrowsly shares the best of
Chicago design” in a Hﬂ';j;h.'h' digiral formar.

Eiteraad anotes: This essisy i3 basedd om a revrsad
and wpdared versiom of @ bookier published for
A m 2008 Bon Kewvach, a :’D:frl.r.lhl':‘r .:j'rhr
CDA, disd o Diecember ntly 2024.



