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Michael

At some point during the last fifteen
years of talking with people in our
related fields, lately on assignment
from CA, | came up with a few
generalizations: |llustrators work
alone, photographers may have a lab
assistant or/and stylist, but art
directors and designers are generally
found within groups. So | was slightly
disoriented upon entering the Michael
Reid Inc. design office in Chicago to
find— Michael Reid. Only the
presence of an assistant kept the act
from being a total single. He has
worked that way and in that building
for twelve years now, growing only in
skills, income and reputation; a
pattern no less sensible because

it is unusual.

Large design studios are often talked
about as offering more security than
that afforded the freelancer, numbers
and volume providing a cushion
against hard times. Mike has found
that for him, the opposite seems true;
that it takes only four or five annual
reports to keep him hopping from
October to March, at which time he
and his family head out on vacation.
Upon his return he picks up some

corporate literature to design and then

finds another couple of excuses to
vacate the office during the summer.
Then it is annual report time again.

The other rationale for larger
operations is the broader capability
notion. However Mike isn't out to be
all things to all clients. In fact, during
the last three years he has specialized
in corporate graphics, primarily
annual reports. He does his own
mechanicals in order to control the

Reid

job as much as possible, contracting
for outside photographers and
illustrators as needed.

Mike bounced around some during his
education, first studying advertising
design at the University of lllinois,
then jumping to medical school to do
medical illustration and teach anatomy
for three years. When that became
tiresome he took a thirty-five dollar a
week job in one of Chicago’s art
factories, gluing and flapping. (He
says he hasn't even been tempted to
draw a thing since ending his medical
illustration career, but that the
training was important in building
discipline.)

Flapping and running errands also
became understandably boring, so
Mike enrolled in the design
department of the lllinois Institute of
Technology, graduating in two years.
This was followed by a short-lived job
at Playboy doing graphics for the key

clubs. Then came marriage and a
three-month trip to Europe (he seems
to have a happy and abiding love for
frequent vacations), followed by his
decision that, since jobs were scarce
and his wife had started working, he
would take a shot at opening up his
own shop. And there he remains.

Not that the last twelve years have
been models of tapioca consistency.
For a number of years his largest
account was a textbook publisher who
continually handed him assignments
to produce flyers and brochures
announcing their latest offering, until
they decided, abruptly, that they
would spend their advertising budget
another way. That started Mike on his
corporate graphics career, perhaps
because that happened to be the next
job that came along and because he
turned out to be very good at doing
the work. What is certain is that the
specialization in corporate literature
is the basis for his growing reputation;
a reputation which he still looks at
with some surprise. “For a long time

| didn’t think anybody knew who | was
past Oak Park, lllinois. | suspect
that's not true now."

While he asserts that he “certainly
isn't at the end of that [corporate
graphics] string and still enjoys the
work and the people,” he would like to
get into a few identity programs as
well as packaging and pavilion or
exhibition design. Although he doesn’t
remember who first said it, he quotes,
“There are only so many ways to cut
up an 8% x 11 piece of paper.”

— Dugald Stermer



Trademarks for Volunteer Blood Donor Service
and Allendale School for Boys.

Cover and spread for Mile Square Health Center.
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MICHAEL REID

Better Health Care At Lower Cost

AVERICAN ARTNOW

Better Health Care At Lower Cost

56



Poster for a Museum exhibit of American Art.
Posters for health care insurance.
Trademark for Computer Management Consultants, Inc.

Painting by Reid for the recent AIGA Color exhibition. This was
selected as one of the twelve to be reproduced as a poster by the AIGA.
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Annual report cover for St. Joseph's Hospital.

Cover and spread for a brochure for The Thresholds, a halfway house

for ex-mental patients. Richard Tomlinson, photographer.

Poster advertising an exhibition.

feldman

small invasions/recent thetts

a collection of prinis

by stephen |. feldman

3 october through 17 november 72

bergman gallery

5811 south ellis avenue B0637
univarsity of chicago
N2-TEI-3T

bergman
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MICHAEL REID

Trademark for the Office of Economic Opportunity.
Cover, page and spread from a brochure for an investment house.

Cover and spread from the 1973 Borg-Warner annual report.
Michael Mauney, photographer.

Balcor Realty's 1973 annual report cover.

VIPS Opportunities
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MICHAEL REID

Trademark, cover and three posters from a fund-raising
brochure for the Women's Hospital and Maternity
Center of Chicago. The package was the primary

public relations and educational tool of the project,

and was distributed before the building was begun.
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MICHAEL REID

Trademark for Columbus-Cuneo Cabrini Medical Center.

Cover, page and spread from Scott, Foresman catalog.

Opposite: Book cover for Scott, Foresman.
Cover for Carlton Industries house organ.
1971 and 1972 annual report covers for Abbott Laboratories.

The Non-European World 1500-1850

The bourth Chapier anai w
Vet

Contents

Chapler 1 Tha Muslm Empéres of ihe Near Exst Chupter &
| Rdhgermgrt of the Near Eaxt
-

Chapter Chapter §
Chaplar 3
hina
Gimas Preopies on e China Sea Miagraphies
Japam
Maps

The Simpler Societie: Alrics and e
Amesican

England and France Oversaas Ascendancy
it Fevairy
An Age of Tranuton 1776-1850

Wars Yang.me

Olttcenan and Porainn Termional Losses by
1430

The Mughal Empire. . 1700
India. ¢ 1798

64




World Patterns
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Annual Report 1871 Abbott Laboratories
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